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Kwanzaa principles celebrated throughout area
By Bekitemba E. Taylor 
Contributing Writer
From South DeKalb to Southwest 
Atlanta, it’s beginning to look a lot like 
Kwanzaa. The seven-day gathering 
created in 1966 by Maulana Karenga, 
runs from Dec. 26 - Jan. 1 and various 
places across town are in the spirit of it.
The Malcolm X center for self­
Determination on Candler Road in Decatur 
will have a Kwanzaa celebration on the 
second day, Kujichagulia, which focuses 
on self-determination. Mawaza Odinga, 
an employee at the center, said they will 
ring in the “first fruits” with fun and 
enjoyment for the whole family.
“On Kujichagulia, we will have 
performances by the New Afrikan Scouts 
and the New Afrikan Panthers, dancers, 
drummers and a naming ceremony,” said 
Odinga, who is also a member of the 
Malcolm X Grassroots Movement.
Although the center does not plan to 
celebrate Kwanzaa as a unit, it has not 
been confirmed how many days they will 
hold a gathering for the winter harvest.
However, Odinga said that anyone who 
wishes to participate in the naming 
ceremony should call ahead so that he or 
she can get an African name at the 
celebration.
“If they want to be named, they have to 
get in contact with us before Dec. 27,” 
Odinga said.
The political activist said that it will be 
an important day for friends to celebrate 
self-determination and pride with one 
another.
The Malcolm X Center is located at 
2118 Candler Rd. For more information 
about naming ceremony registration, call 
(404) 288-9800. The center is accessible 
from the Decatur Station.
Downtown Atlanta will also be a good 
site for Kwanzaa celebration-goers. From 
Dec. 27-Jan. 1 (the day called Imani or 
“Faith”), the Auburn Avenue Research 
Library on African-American Culture and 
History will sponsor a series of poetry 
readings and gatherings for the event.
Deemed “A Kwanzaa Affair," everyone 
is in vited to share in the celebration. Akbar 
Imhotep, who had a workshop for the 
holiday on Nov. 30, said he plans for it to 
be a special occasion.
“I will participate at least four nights 
with the Auburn library,” he said. “During 
the celebration, Voices of Light Black 
Poets Society will read poetry, candles 
will be lit on the kinara and I'll do some 
storytelling.”
Imhotep, who made it clear he is not a 
griot, said he will also partake in other 
celebrations throughout the month, but 
emphasized participation in the Auburn 
library’s function. Ceremonies will begin 
each day after 6 p.m. and community 
participation is needed so it can be 
continued each year.
Meanwhile, the West End Mall near the 
Atlanta University Center will not have a 
Kwanzaa celebration, but mall authorities 
have put up a display near the center of the 
mall.
“We just did not have the community 
that we thought we would have,” said 
Wilma Terrell, mall marketing manager. 
“As a consolation, we put up the display.”
Terrell said that in the display is a huge 
book with the Nguzo Saba principles 
printed on them and their meanings; mkeka, 
the ceremonial prayer mat; zawadi, the 
ceremonial gifts and a kinara. Each day of 
Kwanzaa she will activate a light on the 
latter in honor of the day and its principle.
“Everything will be beautifully set up 
for all our mall visitors,” she said.
In the spirit of unity (Umoja), it is stressed 
that as many people as possible participate 
in these and other Kwanzaa celebrations 
going on around the city.
If not, the purpose of the first fruits and 
the harvest will become a distant memory 
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For many students, there’s 
no place like home for the
Mass Media Arts student
Ava Evans receives major
holidays
Py Stacie Yeldell 
Contributing Writer
With the holiday season fast upon us, 
many Atlanta University students eagerly 
preparing to return home and reunite with 
family and friends, many, for the first time 
since they left in August.
Political Science majorToriea Williams, 
who was not able to travel home for 
Thanksgiving due to lack of money and 
job obligations, has different plans for 
Christmas.
“I am definitely going home for 
Christmas, because my parents are paying 
for my ticket!”
AnotherCAU student, Oeataiye Samuel, 
also stayed behind for Thanksgiving, but 
hopes to make it home for this extended 
holiday. “I am forced to pay a promissory 
note to CAU and I [had] to work too. So. 
I probably won’t be able to go home until 
Christmas. But it’s cool, you have to do 
what you have to do.”
And many students took advantage of 
buying tickets early or saved money 
especially for the holidays.
“I got my plane ticket on Valujet a 
couple of months ago,” said freshman 
Tiffani Jackson, an English major at 
Spelman. “So, it wasn’t that expensive. I 
am looking forward to going home and 
seeing my parents and friends—I’m alittle 
homesick.”
Some freshmen are looking forward to 
going home just to eat “real food” again. 
Khalilah Wynn, a freshman and fashion 
merchandising major said, “I can’t wait to 
get home and eat some home-cooked food, 
because this dorm food is disgusting.”
Students living in other campus housing, 
as well as apartments also expressed they 
were glad to be going home so they could 
eat well.
AUC students collectively have also 
made exciting plans for the holiday season, 
such as vacations and trips.
Morehouse student Ellington Robinson 
said, “Some of my friends and 1 are going 
to St. Thomas [Virgin Islands] to kick it 
and visit my dad.”
Continued on P4
By Megan Scott 
Staff Writer
Ava Evans was recently awarded the 
National Black Programmers Coalition 
Scholarship. Evans is a senior at Clark 
Atlanta University, majoring in Mass 
Media Arts with a concentration in Radio/ 
Television/Film.
The National Black Programmers 
Coalition is a national organization of 
African-Americans who own radio and 
television stations. The scholarship 
founded 14 years ago by President and 
CEO Irene Johnson Ware, recognizes 
outstanding students majoring in mass 
communications. Each year, six students 
from each region of the country that are 
attending an HBCU are awarded the 
scholarship. Evans was the second CAU 
student to ever receive the scholarship. 
Senior Melvin Jackson was the first.
At the recent ceremony held in New 
Orleans on Nov. 1, Evans was awarded 
$3,000. Special guests CeCe Peniston, 
Yo-Yo, Mint Condition, Mista, L. A. Reid, 
and Babyface appeared at the event held 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
Transportation and room and board were 
provided to Evans free of charge.
“I was very excited when I found out I 
had won. This scholarship will help me 
pay for my tuition and books,” said Evans.
After graduation, Evans plans to attend 
Boston University, Northwestern 
University or San Francisco State 
University to obtain her masters degree in 
broadcast journal i sm. She hopes to become 
a news reporter and eventually an anchor 
woman for a major news station.
In order to apply for the scholarship, 
students must be majoring in Mass Media 
Arts with a concentration in Radio/ 
Television/Film. They must have a GPA 
of a 2.5 or higher and be a junior or senior. 
Any interested students should speak to 
Professor Amaryliss Hawk, Internship 
Coordinator for students in the Division 
of Communication Arts.
African Hebrew Israelite leader provided thought
provoking questions
By Stacie Yeldell 
Contributing Writer
The noted spiritual guide of 
the African Hebrew Israelite 
community, Ben Ammi Ben 
Israel, told students Nov. 14 at 
Davage Auditorium that African- 
Americans may be worshipping 
the wrong God.
“It is either the God we are 
worshipping or the manner in 
which we worship,” he said.
The Hebrew community is the 
largest organized settlement of 
African-Americans outside of the 
United States and is free of crime, 
drug abuse and immortality, as 
well as prospers in areas such as 
holistic health care, music and 
education, he said.
This community was formed 
when Ben Ammi had a vision 
that revealed his mission to lead 
the descendants of the Biblical 
Israelites among African- 
Americans to the Holy Land to 
establish what Ammi calls, “A 
government of men and women 
who are governed by the laws of 
God.”
Ben Ammi said the main 
problem facing Black people in 
America is spiritual, and Blacks 
have been trying achieve equality
Atlanta mayor tells students 
Affirmative Action still needed
By Talesha Flenaugh 
Contributing Writer
Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell 
spoke recently during a lecture 
sponsored by the Omega Psi Phi 
fraternity, Inc., Beta Psi chapter. 
The lecture, held in the Davage 
Auditorium, centered on 
Affirmative Action.
Campbell, in his lecture, noted 
there exists “Some scary 
statistics” that he among other 
government officials and 
members of the community are 
working hard to change.
“Every four hours, a black 
child is killed by another black 
child; a baby is bom every 53- 
seconds by an unwed mother, 
and every 25-hours, someone 
dies of AIDS,” the mayor stated.
Campbell also discussed ways 
of mending these community 
the wrong way.
The leader told students that 
African-Americans are afraid to 
deal with God and would much 
rather deal with the social and 
political aspect of society, such 
as materialism and money.
“Money has not solved the 
country’s problems, so how can 
it solve ours,” he rhetorically 
asked the listeners.
Ben Ammi identified also 
identified two forces that exist 
in the world: good and evil, 
noting that people either worship 
God or Satan and that spirituality, 
not religion, is the essential 
element needed that African- 
Americans lack.
According to Ammi, 
“Religion was created in the 
image of men and to keep men 
separate; righteousness was 
created in the image of God.” 
He urged the crowd to “look in 
the minor” and decide between 
the two perceptions of God and 
Satan.
Throughout the speech, Ammi 
emphasized he was not speaking 
about religion, but God, and his 
purpose was not to try to offend 
or convert anyone. However, 
students such as Elana Johnson 
said, “I felt like I was in church 
tragedies by first starting at home 
by being a mentor to family 
members. He also stressed the 
importance of community 
service and support of Black 
business movements
Mayor Campbell recounted 
how he stood by the boycott of 
the Texaco Corporation, whose 
employees were allegedly 
recorded slandering Blacks.
The mayor explained that 
Texaco had no senior staff and 
out of its 2,059 franchises in 
America, only 23 blacks hold 
managerial positions. He 
illustrated how companies like 
Texaco held Black Americans 
down when instead of assisting 
them in fortifying their 
communities.
A prime way to build the 
Black community, Campbell 
said, was to organize against 
being preached to.” she 
continued, “It seemed like a 
regular Christian sermon.”
Other students perceived the 
message as being i nteresting and 
enlightening. “It was interesting 
learning about what other people 
believe and other people’s ideas 
on the subject of spirituality,” 
stated Ingrid Wyatt.
Ben Ammi concluded by 
stressing the importance of 
change. He said Blacks must 
reverse the neutralization of their 
spirituality that society has 
committed.
“We have to stop, turn around, 
and go in the opposite direction 
in which we are going,” he asked, 
“How can things get better if we 
are going down the wrong road?”
Israel also emphasized how 
necessary it is to move closer to 
God, and to make a change that 
brings us closer to God and each 
other. He persuaded the audience 
to look at God as real, and not as 
abstract, and to believe that He 
will help our race individually, 
as well as collectively.
The spiritual guide and teacher 
left listeners with the final 
question, “We have to save our 
race—is this the last chapter for 
a people as great as us?” 
efforts to abolish Affirmative 
Action. He said he researched the 
effects of Affirmative Action 
before and after it was 
implemented in such cities as 
Richmond, Va.
Before Affirmative Action was 
enforced by laws in Richmond, 
there was only one percent of 
government contracts going to 
minorities, Campbell shared. 
After the law was implemented, 
there was a marked increase to 35 
percent minority government 
contracts. According to the 
mayor, this is an example of why 
we still need Affirmative Action 
in America.
Another support for the 
mayor’s stand on Affirmative 
Action was his observation of 
reparations given to other 
minorities by the American
Continued on P4
Magic in the AUC
By Lisa Washington 
Contributing Writer
Earvin “Magic” Johnson 
recently told a crowd of Atlanta 
University Center, AUC, 
students there is a dire need for 
more African-American 
businesses.
Speaking at Morehouse 
College about the creation of the 
Magic Johnson Theaters and last 
month’s opening of the second 
property in Southwest Atlanta, 
Johnson took off his jacket and 
said, “There is no more shucking 
and jiving!”
He explained that African- 
Americans are bigconsumers and 
that more African-American 
businesses means more money 
in the African-American 
economy.
“We need to stick together 
and stop taking shortcuts,” 
Johnson lamented. He gave the 
audience statistics proving that 
African-Americans are big 
consumers of many goods. “We 
make up 25-30 percent of the 
entire movie population,” he said.
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“but there aren’t any theaters in 
our neighborhoods.”
Johnson urged students to do 
their “homework” when 
considering various topics. He 
stated,” There is a time to kick it 
and there is a time to get down to 
business. It’s all about business.” 
He informed students they should 
aspire to create African- 
American businesses and support 
those already in existence.
“ You are the future,” he added, 
“and no matter what you are—a 
doctor, a lawyer, a teacher, you 
must come back home.”
During the question and 
answer period, students 
representing various AUC 
institutions questioned Johnson 
about the economic strategies of 
his theater business. He stated 
there are numerous employment 
opportunities available within the 
Magic Johnson Theaters, noting 
the theaters are operated by an 
85 percent minority staff.
Johnson also shared with the 
audience the fact he always had 
an interest in business and he 
wanted to be more than a 
basketballplayer. He said plans 
are in the making for the opening 
of more Magic Johnson Theaters, 
including theaters in Houston. 
Chicago, and New York.
He added he has plans of 
purchasing other businesses, 
such as the Greenbriar Mall in 
Southwest Atlanta. “I want to 
own the whole thing,” he added 
with his infamous “Magic” smile.
IM
News Kriefs
Some CAU women do approve of 
interracial dating, but. . .
Number of Persons on Welfare Decreased
President Clinton announced Dec. 7 in 
his weekly radio address that the amount of 
welfare recipients was cut by 2.1 million 
the last four years, with reductions recorded 
in all but five states. According to Clinton, 
Wisconsin recorded the largest cut of 41 
percent. This, he said, was an important 
progress toward “making the permanent 
underclass a thing of the past.”
Gingrich Says Nay
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, on Dec. 
7, said that he will oppose caps on campaign 
spending “as long as TV stations can charge 
whatever they want to and as long as The 
(Atlanta) Journal-Constitution can run as 
many editorials as it wants without any 
right of reply.”
Local Raid Reaps Alleged Illegal 
Immigrants
A Fayette County raid that netted 71 
suspected was the second sizable sweep the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service has 
conducted in the county in the past 18 
months. Many illegal aliens from Latin 
America are skilled in the building trades 
and are attracted to the county’s construction 
economy, said INS spokesman Bill Castro.
Georgia Mass Choir Gets Movie Break
The Grammy Award-nominated Georgia
Holiday
Continued from P2
Other students have planned group ski 
trips, vacations abroad, or are just looking 
forward to being back at home.
Undergraduate SGA President E. 
Christopher Cornell reminisced about his 
memorable Christmas break during his 
freshman year, saying, “I remember when 
I wept home and it was the first time I had 
been there since I went away to college.” 
He continued, “On New Year’s Eve, I 
went to church to bring in the year and then 
my friends and I went to this club. It was 
off the hook.”
pew students were able to recall a 
memorable holiday experience that 
happened recently. One ofwhich is political 
science major Shawn Gardener, who 
remembers having had the opportunity to 
pieet Bob Woodward, one of the two 
reporters responsible publicizing the 
Richard Nixon Watergate conspiracy.
“I asked him who ‘Deep Throat’ was 
and he wouldn’t tell me!” “But, he told me 
the reporters in his department named him 
after their favorite movie at the time.”
Other students such as Eboni Temple, a 
third-year student and marketing major, 
Mass Choir hits the big screen, 
accompanying Whitney Houston in the 
holiday film “The Preacher’s Wife.” The 
movie also stars Denzel Washington.
Rapper Charged
The rap performer known as Flava 
Flav was arrested in New York early 
Dec. 6 when he was found carrying 2 
pounds of marijuana, police said. The 
rapper, whose real name is William 
Drayton, was riding a bicycle in. the 
Bronx when two officers stopped him. 
said Carmen Melendez, a police 
spokeswoman. The officers stopped 
Drayton, 37, because his pocket was 
bulging and they thought he was carrying 
a weapon, she said. Instead, they found 
Drayton carrying enough marijuana to 
charge him with a felony.
Americans Warned
The State Department is urging 
Americans already in the Central African 
Republic to leave and warning others not 
to travel there because of escalating 
fighting in a three-week-old army mutiny. 
“The security situation remains 
uncertain,” the department said in a travel 
warning issued Dec. 7, citing “military 
and civil unrest.” Nonessential embassy 
employees and family members of the 
U.S. mission’s employees have been 
authorized to leave, the department said.
recalled the blizzard that hit the East 
Coast last year and caused several feet of 
snow to fall in her hometown, 
Washington, D C..
“I drove home for the Christmas break 
and got snowed in, so I didn’t even get 
back to school until after classes had 
started,” she said. “It was a nightmare.”
Campbell
Continued from P3
government. For instance, he said Asian 
American have been given monetary 
reparations for the government’s 
discrimination against them in World 
War 11. And, American Indians tire 
given reparations in the form of Casino 
licenses across the United States.
Many students said they enjoyed 
hearing the mayor take such an 
authoritative stand on the policies of 
affirmative action. Freshman Rajia 
Young said, “I feel that he is areal good 
speaker and I would even like to work 
with him in the community service 
projects he mentioned.”
By Australia Darden 
Contributing Writer
Some Clark Atlanta University, CAU, 
women approved of African-American 
men dating interracially: as long as it is 
not with a white women, according to a 
recent study.
The study, called “African-American 
Women’s Attitudes Towards African- 
American Men Who Inter-racially Date” 
and conducted as part of a Directed Study 
in CAU’s Mass Media Arts Department, 
reported that of 50 CAU women polled 
showed that 20 percent had no objection 
to African-American men dating outside 
of their race, as long as it was not with a 
white woman.
“I am not as offended when I see a black 
man with a Hispanic or Japanese woman. 
However, I am enraged when I see them 
with a white woman,” said Political 
Science major Naomi Donaldson.
For years, interracial dating has been a 
reoccurring factor in the community. 
Some of the world’s most well known 
African-Americans are married or have 
been married outside of their race 
including Michael Jackson, Sydney 
Poitier, Anne Marie Johnson and James 
Earl Jones just to name a few.
However, despite the continuous 
evolution of African-Americans in their 
political and economical status, the 
horrific history between African- 
Americans and whites cripples the ability 
for interracial relationships to be 
completely successful, according to the 
opinions of Donaldson.
Some women feel that such 
relationships are not justifiable. “In my 
opinion, black men speak out of being 
brainwashed when they defend their right
Community Clean-Up
Day brightens area
By Megan Scott 
staff writer
Students of Service Brotherhood and 
Prosperity (S.O.S.B.P.) sponsored a Nov. 
16 Community Cleanup. Approximately 
25 students, mostly freshmen, showed up 
to help clean up the University Homes 
area.
“There were a lot of freshmen students 
who needed community service hours so 
we decided to give them an opportunity to 
get those hours,” said sophomore secretary 
Roy Taylor.
According to junior President Keith 
Hudson, the Community Cleanup went 
well, but there were no lasting results.
“I was satisfied with the turnout. The 
to date white women,” Donaldson said.
There are several factors that help form 
a relationship. Factors such as 
compatibility, commitment, honesty, and 
trust all aid in producing a healthy 
relationship. Especially as it relates to 
interracial dating.
Physical and emotional attraction are 
also very important factors.
“I think that it is okay for African- 
American men to date outside of their race 
as long as they are attracted to that person,” 
said Vivian Taylor, a Radio/Television/ 
Film major.
Regardless of how much approval is 
given by some women concerning this 
matter, CAU student Ebony Thomas said 
she does not agree with it.
“I personally do not agree with it and 
will teach my children not to date 
interracially, “ Thomas said.
Some women attribute low self esteem 
and an inability to trust African-American 
women as African-American men’s 
justification for dating white women.
“African-American men are not sure of 
themselves and they feel that we are not 
there to support them. However, black 
men don ’ t give us a chance,” said freshman 
Telithia Anthony.
Anthony, a Secondary Education major, 
went on the say that another reason African- 
American men date outside of their race is 
because “they expect us to take all of their 
crap, but we’re not going to.”
But looking down on African-American 
men who decide to cross the color line is 
not something practiced by Loretta Ball.
“It doesn’t anger me when I see it and I 
try not to look down on them or make a big 
deal out of it, because I know what it’s like 
to be treated differently when you are not 
in line with what society considers the 
norm,” Ball said.
students were enthusiastic and pleased 
that an organization would offer them a 
chance to get community service hours,” 
said Hudson.
S.O.S.B.P. sponsor many community 
serviceeventssuchas food andtoydrjves. 
They will be starting aTeacher Assistant 
program next semester. Students will be 
assisting with second and fifth graders at 
Beecher Hills Elementary.
S.O.S.B.P. was created in 1991 for 
Clark Atlanta University males. 
However, females can join. Currently 
the organization has seven students. They 
are not chartered as an organization this 
semester, but have been in the future. 
Any student interested in joining 






















$63.50 worth of cool stuff.
Essential at only $50.
the Urban Essentials gift set -
3.4 oz. eau de toilette spray 
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It’s the end of the world as we
As many students in the Atlanta 
University Center prepare to return home 
to their respective cities, the last thing on 
their minds is their institutions.
Christmas dinners, Kwanzaa 
celebrations and New Year’s Eve all rise 
to their annual places in many of their 
lives. However, if this year was any 
indication of the semester to come, maybe 
it is the end of the world as we know it.
Will there be a place to stay in the 
dormitories next year?
Will there be enough students returning 
in your major to have special classes that 
need at least five people in them?
Will the Student Center be open?
Will you get your student loan?
Will you get your refund?
Will there be student publications 
throughout the AUC or will it all be 
underground?
Will you care?
What is so horrific to me is that many 
students do not care and that is allowing 
for the “world they created” in the AUC to 
become a bitter-sweet memory to tell to 
grandchildren who, unfortunately, might 
care even less.
Maybe the “end” is needed so that, like 
the mystic phoenix, a new world can rise 
from the hell of complacency.
Maybe next semester there will be 
students who care enough about their 
respective schools that they want to do 
better and get better.
Maybe students will go to class not just 
to talk to “Shanae-Nae” about her clothes 
or “E-Dog” about his next party. Instead 
they would realize that there is no 
knowledge that is not power (yep MK 
fans!) and that a powerful people is the 
first step to universal empowerment.
know it!
Maybe even those who have their own 
hidden agendas will see that the only 
important one is that which will lead this 
chosen generation out of the “cesspool of 
civilization” that some of us are forced to 
exist in today. They say that if* you want 
to reach Nirvana, you have to at least try to 
move towards it. If this is what will 
happen next semester, let me just say one 
thing:
“It’s the end of the world as we know it
The idea of Christmas had always been 
pretty obscure in my younger days. “Inner 
City Christmas’” has never struck me as 
the holiday to stay up all night for. 
However, thanks to my maturity and my 
acceptance of “Inner City Christmas” (due 
to the repeated participation in it that I 
have beep forced to endure), I now realize 
the true message behind Christmas.
Christmas is not about the number or the 
quality of gifts, or the fact you get a 
vacation., it’s really doesn't have to be 
about religion. It’s about exploiting the 
good side of your heart in a way that can 
make others happy. Once I got the 
understanding of this, I became at ease 
with the Christmas ora. It was much easier 
for me to get up and dig deep into my 
Christmas stocking and say to myself, 
“So what that this is my daddy’s church 
socks which is immune to water”.
As I grasp the true meaning of the 
season of perpetual hope, I am able to 
kneel down and decorate our tree with 
Gold Medal Flour, shredded aluminum 
foil, and my grandmother’s century old 
bauble without being embarrassed. One 
thing I too realized that this man that 
keeps eating the cookies and milk that 1 
leave for Santa Claus is Santa Claus, just 
disguised as a crook and that maybe I 
shouldn’t light the match and spray Lysol 
simultaneously in his face.
People need to recognize the big picture 
of the upcoming season. It will make 
people much more at ease. At our “Inner 
City Christmas’s”, we have taken heed to 
this concept and so now, the holiday is 
smoother. No one complains when 
someone steals something from them and 
give it back to them for Christmas. You 
know why? Because it’s the thought that 
counts.
I encourage all people to give all you can 
this Christmas, and not because you know 
that you will get something back, but just 
because that’s what it’s till about - giving. 
As a matter of fact, I encourage everyone 
to take part in an inner city Christmas. You 
are guaranteed to learn many valuable 
morals and also you will inherit the true 
meaning of Christmas. It won’t be 
necessary to repossess a gift you have 
given because they didn’t spend as much 
as you did. You wouldn’t have to punish 
your children for beating up kids with 
better gifts (Instead, they will ask can they 
play with it and then run). Everyone can 
just be happy and be a family.
It never matters anymore to me that all 
we have is turkey tuna, sweetpotato Now- 
&-Laters, Boston Baked Beans, StoveTop 
Ramen, and stolen grape juice from church 
communion. I was happy to be with my 
family and to be healthy and alive. Gifts 
are not what make Christmas. Just have 
one “Inner City Christmas” and this will 
be evident to you as well.
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Bah Hum bug! What's with this whole 
Christmas thing anyway? What sense 
does it make to treat people with kindess 
and respect for one day per year? Why 
bother at all? People should either be their 
normal nasty selves all year round or revert 
back to their infantile state of sublime 
general niceness. Have you ever noticed 
how happy and nice little children are? 
There is a passage somewhere in the Bible 
that says that a child shall lead them. My 
wish for all of you this holiday season is to 
look at the children and watch how they 
behave. They don't care about the color of 
a person's skin or about their sexual 
orientation. Kids like other kids because 
they're kids. It'sjust that simple. Don't use 
this time of rejoicing in the birth of Christ 
to mis represent the feelings of goodwill 
and brotherhood that should naturally 
exude from each of us on a daily basis.
People always say, "tis the season." For 
some it is the season of coldness, loneliness 
and despair. While you're nestled all snug 
in you bed with visions of sweet potato pie 
and stereo systems in your head, take a 
moment to think about those people all 
snug on some grate in some dark alley with 
visions of food and a home in their head. 
That's right, wake up, there are people 
living in your neighborhood that do not 
have an address. For that matter, they 
don't have food, jobs, family nor friends. 
Christmas morning you wake up to find 
that new stereo that you've been hinting to 
your parents about all year, while some 
people wake up, just greatful to have 
survived the frosty night. And while 
you're sitting around a cozy table stuffing 
your over priviliged face, a child in your 
town is crying from the naughing in his 
belly.
Did 1 depress you? Have I ruined your 
Chirstmas spirit? Good! Maybe now 
your guilty concious will stir you to take 
action. Perhaps you'll trek down to the 
local food closet and donate your time. 
Hopefully the urge to visit the town 
orphange and spend some time Christmas 
day with those who don't have wonderful 
parents like the ones you say get on your 
nerves so much. And if you really listened 
to what I've been saying, your feelings of 
good will toward man will carry on over 
into the new year and wel 1 beyond. I hope 
you got the message. At any rate, Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. Love, 
the Irate Student.
By Ytasha L. Womack 
Contributing Writer
(Editor’s Note: The names 
of the fathers have been 
changed)
Allen, a junior at CAU, had 
to constantly remind his 
girlfriend to take her birth 
control pills at the same time 
each day. When he went home 
for Christmas vacation and 
noticed that his girlfriend’s 
face was significantly round, 
he knew she was pregnant.
Derrick, a 17-year old high 
school senior was eagerly 
anticipating his freshman year 
at CAU, when his girlfriend 
told him she hadn’t had her 
period in three months.
James, 19, was offered an 
athletic scholarship to ajunior 
college. He was preparing 
for his freshman year when 
his girlfriend returned from a 
routine check-up and 
announced that she was 
pregnant.
It was unexpected. It wasn’t 
a part of their plans.
According to the 
"Statistical Record of Black 
America/’ approximately 
half of every 1,000 African 
American women between 
the ages of 15 and 24 have 
Children. An estimated 20 
percent of all African 
Americans in this age group 
are college students.
“We both said that we 
couldn’t afford it so we 
decided to have an abortion,” 
Allen said. He returned to 
school for the 96' spring 
semester, but he wasn’t secure 
in their decision. “It was easy 
to say,” said Allen, “but when 
it came down to it, I didn’t 
want to have it [an abortion]. 
I kept having dreams that she 
wouldn’t be able to have kids 
and that she would bleed to 
death,” Allen said. So when 
his girlfriend called and said 
she couldn’t go through with 
it, he was relieved.
“I had mixed feelings. We 
talked about everything from 
terminating to having the 
baby,” Derrick said. "But 
neither of us were really for 
abortion. I didn’t want to 
give up my first bom.”
However, with the aid of 
scholarships and full parental 
support, these three men were 
able to continue their 
education at CAU. “At first, 1 
was going to go to school at 
home to help support the 
baby, but my parents didn’t 
want me to,” Derrick said.
But their greatest challenge 
in balancing school and 
fatherhood is not academic.. 
. it’s financial.
When Derrick told his 
mother about the pregnancy, 
she made him file for child 
support. “My first reaction 
was ‘Hell no’,” Derrick said. 
“But I said that it was better 
to do it now. If we separated, 
I didn’t want to have to pay 
years of back child support. 
So payment is voluntary.”
Derrick is required to pay 
$35 a week. His mother will 
pay until he graduates.
Alien’s parents have made 
arrangements to take care of 
the baby financially while he 
is away at school. His 
girlfriend filed for federal aid, 
so he is automatically taxed 
for child support. “I’ll have 
two jobs next semester,” he 
said.
James doesn’t pay child 
support. “Juvenile court 
people sent a letter to my 
girlfriend saying that she 
should put me on child 
support. But she said no. I 
love my daughter so I’m 
going to give what I can. Ain’t 
no use in being stingy,” said 
James.
James has no direct means 
of supporting his child. 
Unlike Allen and Derrick, 
James’ parents do not support 
his child financially. The 
mother of his child attends 
school and works part time. 
Her parents help support her.
“I don’t know how I get 
money,” said James. 
“Sometimes I’ll shoot dice, 
play cards, anything. 
Sometimes she (his girlfriend) 
will send me money and I’ll 
try to shoot dice and gamble 
so we can get some more,” 
James said. “I’m trying.”
According to
representatives from Atlanta 
Child Support Services, it is 
highly recommended that 
fathers pay child support as 
opposed to giving money 
freely.
“A lot of people try to cop 
out. They may meet someone 
else and the child is left with 
no protection,” said a 
representative who chose to 
remain anonymous.
The Atlanta Child Support 
Services require that fathers 
pay 17 to 23% of their gross 
income to theirchild. What if 
the student is in college and 
has no source of income? 
According to Services 
representatives, the payment 
will be based on minimum 
wage for 40 hours.
Allen is expecting his child 
this summer. James, 23, is 
currently a junior and his 
daughter is three. Both Allen 
and James plan to marry the 
mothers of their children after 
they graduate.
Derrick, 21 is a junior at 
CAU. His daughter is 19 
months. However, he no 
longer dates the mother of his 
child. Derrick’s child was 
bom the first semester of his 
freshmen year. “My mother 
called me at 5:25 in the 
morning. I went home the 
next day.”
After Derrick discovered 
that he was expecting, he and 
his girlfriend continued to 
date. “We still went out. I had 
to deal with cravings, crying, 
different attitudes. But 1 didn’t 
mind,” said Derrick.
However, several months 
after the baby was born, they 
broke up. “She didn’t trust 
me,” he said.
“We’re good friends,” said 
Derrick. “Sometimes we 
have discussions about what’s 
best for the kid. But there’s 
no hard feelings. I would still 
help her out if she needed it,” 
he said.
However, it is the continued 
relationship men have with 
their child’s mother that 
concerns many college 
women on the dating scene..
“If he is responsible and 
takes care of his business, I’ll 
go out with him. But if he 
goes in and out of a physical 
relationship with the baby’s 
mother, I can’t be with him.” 
said Kimberly Beavers, a 
senior.
However, other college 
women argue that a man with 
children couldn’t give them 
the kind of attention that they 
want.
“I could never have a 
relationship with a man with 
children. It’s like I would 
always be second in his life. 
We could be friends, there’s 
no hard feelings. I just 
couldn’t go out with him,” 
said Tracie Michelle Reid, 
senior.
Moreover, it is this concern 
about his devotion and 
possible stereotypes 
associated with early 
fatherhood, that leads many 
student fathers to keep the 
issue to themselves. “You 
can know a guy for four years 
and not know that he has 
kids,” said Harry Raiford, a 
senior at Morehouse.
“I won’t tell them unless 
they ask,” said Derrick. 
“When they first find out they 
say ‘Why didn’t you tell me?’ 
and I ask them ‘Would you 
have taken the time to get to 
know me?’ I let them know 
from jump that he (the baby) 
is my first priority. Most of 
them understand,” said 
Derrick.
“However, Allen notes that 
many fathers in college don’t 
tell women they’re dating 
about theirchild because they 
don’t want to be rejected. “If 
they have a genuine interest 
in the woman they won’t tell 
her right away because they 
don’t want to turn her off by 
letting her know thatthey have 
other attachments,” said 
Allen.
“I’m not ashamed of my 
daughter,” said James. “I 
don’t know why they don’t 
want to tell anyone.”
Although fatherhood is 
challenging, the University 
Counseling Center rarely has 
fathers come in for 
counseling. “Like any 
problem, if the person feels 
that they have support, then 
they won’t come in for 
counseling,” said counselor 
Shirley Boone.
How do these three fathers 
feel about their peers who are 
absent parents
“They’re a—holes,” said 
James. “Why in the world 
would you want another man 
holding your child or your 
child calling another man 
daddy. It doesn’t even feel 
right,” said James. “Youhave 
to take care of your loved 
ones.”
Part of James’ rage, he said, 
is caused by the absence of 
his own father. “My first time 
seeing my dad was at 16. He 
wanted to change everything 
in two days,” said James.
“I want my son to know 
that I was there when he was 
born . . . that I assumed 
responsibility and I will 
continue to do so,” said 
Derrick.^..........
/ to all the \ 
{singleparents I 
XintheAUC/
CAU freshmen live it up at the Lua held during Orientation Week.
Actor Taurean Blacque gives pointers on his craft at the 
Division of Communication Arts' Second Annual Film 
Festival last October.
CLIMB HIGH FAST 
AS AN AIR FORCE 
OFFICER.
Bring your college degree to the Air 
Force. Then find out if you qualify for 
Officer Training School. You can 
become a commissioned Air Force offi­
cer following successful completion of 
Officer Training School. From the start, 
you’ll enjoy great pay, complete medi­
cal and dental care and 30 days of 
vacation with pay per year. And as an 
Air Force officer, you can enjoy profes­
sional growth and management oppor­
tunities. Learn what it takes to qualify. 
Call
AIR FORCE OPPORTUNITIES 
TOLL FREE
1 -800-423-USAF
Quincie Thomas rubs shoulders with baseball player 
David Justice.
A member of CAU's Marching Band gets down and funky during 
this year's Homecoming game.
All photos by Eric Rose unless slated otherwise
Miss Omega Psi Phi salutes the crowd at the CAU students wait cheerfully for President Bill Clinton to speak in
Homecoming Coronation Ceremony last October. Woodruff Park in October.
Piwto by Mel Jackson 
The CAU Philharmonic Society lift their voices high.
Marcus Evers leads the Panther football team in sacks 
and made almost 100 tackles.
Anyone
Interested In A 
Journalism Career 
Needs To Check 
Into An 
Institution.
Fellowships in Newswriting & Editing 
for College Graduates
June 13 - July 25,1997 ♦ Application deadline: Feb. 15,1997 
Fellowship: $1,750 - Tuition waived 
For an application and more information, contact your career office, journalism/ 
communications or liberal arts department, or The Poynter Institute.
Photo by Jabari Okoro
Students test their smelling prowess at this year's Vibe Online College tour.
All photos by Eric Rose unless stated otherwise
IS The Poynter Institute
801 Third Street South ♦ St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
Phone: (813) 821-9494 x236 ♦ Fax: (813) 821-0583
Web address: http:/Avww.poynter.org/poynter/nwe97.html 
e-mail: chipscan@poynter.org
Trek through First Contact
by Angelina R. (A-Jae) Jones 
Staff Writer
“If only I could turn back time. If I 
would have known then, what I know 
now, things would be different.”
No matter how many times we utter 
those words, the past will never change. 
So, what can be done about mistakes in the 
past?
The cast of Star Trek: First Contact, 
took on the task of answering that question 
in the newest film from the hit series. The 
beloved crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise is 
forced to travel back in time from the 24th 
century to the 21 st,to the inception of warp 
space travel to secure the future of Earth 
from Borg Assimilation.
Directed by Jonathan Frakes 
(Commander William T. Riker), the film 
deals with issues of imperialist colonization 
and the importance of individuality.
What? You’ve never heard of Star 
Trek? You’ve never seen an episode? 
Let’s play catch-up. Star Trek is the space
It
by Mamapalo Mokeyane-Higdon 
Contributing Writer
What happens when you give a good 
script to a group of four, talented. African- 
American artists and put them on the 
screen? They set it off! Going against the 
prescribed Hollywood recipe for a 
successful, profit- making movie by having 
four female protagonists who rob banks, 
director F. Gary Gray pushes images of 
African-American heroines to another 
level. Set It Off, which stars Jada Pinkett 
(Stony), Queen Latifah (Cleo), VivicaFox 
(Frankie) and Kimberely Elise (TiTi), is 
an action-packed, message filled movie 
about how we live our lives and the choices 
we make. Through the weaving of a 
wonderful story, Gray shows how essential 
true friendship and proper planning are in 
an unjust and unpredictable society.
While many of us will agree with ardent 
fervor that money and friendship do not 
mix, the characters in Set It Off prove us 
dead wrong.
Even though they are extremely different 
in personalities, and unlikely to have 
formed a friendship, it is obvious they 
share a bond many of us yearn for from the 
onset of the movie. Stony, who through 
the loss of both parents at an early age, 
raised her brother, is the “mother” of the 
group. Cleo, is the directionless, hoodlum, 
lesbian friend. Frankie, while tough as 
nails is the “pretty, prissy” girl in the group 
and TiSean, TiTi, is the shy, spineless, 
baby of the group with a baby boy of her 
own. Yet, despite these difference, the 
four are close friends who are “real” with 
exploration drama created by Gene 
Roddenberry in 1966 that deals with 
universal issues the human race must deal 
with on a daily basis.
In the latest motion picture, actress Alfe 
Woodard portrays a woman scientist by 
the name of Lily Sloane, who assists in 
spearheading the technology that makes 
travel faster than the speed of light (warp 
speed) possible. The doctor she works 
with, Zefram Cochrane (James Cromwell), 
receives all the credit for their work. I find 
it interesting that even in the 24th century, 
African-Americans are still not getting 
properly credited for their contributions to 
science. This film also stars Lt. 
Commander Worf (Micheál Dorn) as 
Security Chief. In crucial moments in the 
movie, Doin and Woodard serve as the 
voice of reason to an out of control captain.
Even though, it only has three African- 
American cast member, this film holds 
importance to the image of African- 
Americans. Star Trek’s global appeal 
allows it to reach cultures that otherwise 
each other: they are accepting of each 
other as is. they are all equal in the 
relationship and they do not coddle one 
another.
Numerous instances in the movie 
solidify this in my mind. The first 
occurrence is when there is tension between 
Frankie ano Stony regarding Frankie’s 
idea of robbing the bank when she had 
earlier suggested they blow the bank up. 
As the movie progresses, the system 
continues to bombard each of them with 
one trail after another. We see Stony 
receiving comfort and support at the loss 
of her brother. Once again, they are all 
together to aid TiTi with her son at the 
hospital. As the fight with life wears 
Stony down and she acquiesces to the 
suggestions of robbing a bank, we see 
them being patient with TiTi regarding her 
fears about the consequences of the 
proposed felony. One of the ultimate 
clinchers attesting to their friendship and 
there are more, is when after they rob the 
first bank without TiTi, she still gets some 
of the spoils from the heist! That was a 
testament of true friendship.
Another monumental scene is when Cleo 
and Stony have a humongous fight 
involving money which results in Cleo 
putting a gm i to Stony’s face! For sure, for 
sure I thought that was it! The money, the 
power, the control, had gotten to Cleo, and 
she was behaving like an addict on the 
verge of withdrawal. Cleo is told by 
Frankie that she was in the wrong and she 
and Stony get over that argument in a very 
realistic manner; by talking it out.
Another theme Gray demonstrated is
Lt Commander Work, played by actor Micheál Dorn, deals 
with a hectic situation.
may not have access to these images of 
African-Americans. According to 
Roddenberry, “Star Trek not only says the 
human race is going to make it, but that 
we’re going to make it in a very civilized 
way. Looking different and being different 
will be OK. It says that there is a future for 
us humans; the human adventure is only 
the importance of planning in our lives for 
our future. Even though Stony had planned 
for her brother to attend college, this did 
not work out because she was imposing 
her dreams, her plans on someone else 
who did not share her goals. Throughout 
the movie, especially through the yummy, 
edible, can I really exhale character of 
Stony’s romantic interest Keith (Blair 
Underwood), we are made aware of our 
potential, only if we plan and stick to the 
plan. Frankie as well, as the inside expert 
on the banking system stresses the 
correlation of the bank robbery success 
rate to an adherence to a plan. Realistically 
the movie did not minimize the occurrence 
of mishaps due to circumstances belond 
our control even in the best laid out plans. 
But it did relay the feeling of freedom one 
gets from being in charge of one’s lives, 
one’s actions, instead of reacting to what 
the system dishes out.
All in all the move was terrific. The 
story was beautifully written, and the music 
went well with the action of the movie. 
During the robbery scenes, I particularly 
enjoyed the Mission Impossible like 
instrumental music that had me at the 
edge of my seat. Not withstanding was 
Keith's personality in the movie, it was to 
die for. The lovemaking scene was 
extremely sensual and realistic of what 
we, African Americans do with the usage 
of paraphernal ia such as candles and warm 
massage oil. I applauded the image Gray 
was showing America of us. The movie 
proved that with true friendship, life’s 
adversitites are but minute and can be 
conquered and made bearable.
photo courtesy Paramount Studios
beginning.”
While no one can accurately predict 
what the future will hold, Roddenberry’s 
version gives people of African descent a 
place. If for no other reason, then to see 
what our place could be in the 24th century, 
I urge you to trek down to the theater to 
check this sci-fi adventure out.
CAU-TV 





Once again, CAU-TV flexes its 
creative muscle. From the heart of its 
many creations, CAU-TV presents a 
new, fresh face television show by way 
of “Caribbean Vibes.”
Executive Producer Deborah 
Boucaud is a born and raised 
Trinidadian. She said the show is 
going to be based on the West Indian 
way of life and traditions.
With a magazine style format, 
Caribbean Vibes will be taped off- 
campus and will be on location, with a 
main focus on travel, tourism and food.
Boucaud said the show will run 
approximately one hour and will air 
every two weeks. The show will serve 
various functions and will feature some 
of the more prominent West Indian 
musical artists, as well as highlight the 
works of some of the more positive 
Caribbean individuals in Atlanta and 
surrounding communities.
Clark Atlanta University Art Gallery continues legacy
By Tahlralt Mahan 
Contributing Writer
If you would like a touch of 
culture or a taste of African- 
American history, you need look 
no further than your own 
backyard-
For more than 50 years, the 
Clark Atlanta University Art 
Gallery has been serving the 
community in a multitude of 
ways. According to the booklet 
“From Rearguard to Vanguard: 
Selections from the Clark 
Atlanta University Collection of 
African American Art,” it owns 
a collection of more than 300 
works by African, African- 
American and European artists, 
providing a unique and rich 
history.
The African-American Art 
Collection, comprised of 291 
paintings, prints and sculptures, 
is a result of annual art 
competitions initiated by Hale 
Woodruff in 1942.
The booklet added that 
Woodruff, a famed artist, began 
teaching at the Atlanta 
University in 1931 and 
inaugurated an art program for 
the university and surrounding 
colleges.
The “Exhibitions of Paintings, 
Prints and Sculptures by Negro 
Artists of America” was held in 
the Spring of each year and 
provided African-Americans a 
rare opportunity to showcase 
their work.
The competitions-were judged 
by notables in the art world in 
four categories: oils, watercolor, 
sculpture and print. The winning 
works were given purchase 
awards by the university.
The “Atlanta Annuals,” as the 
competitions were dubbed, 
received recognition from artists 
and art lovers from all over the 
United States. An article on the 
competitions was featured in the 
April 9, 1945 issue of Time 
magazine. In the same year, 
author Langston Hughes visited 
the event. The exhibition 
attracted over 900 artists 
including, Jacob Lawrence, Lois 
Mailou Jones, John Biggers, 
Elizabeth Catlett, Romare 
Bearden and Henry O. Tanner.
According to Brett Crenshaw, 
student assistant to the gallery’s 
director, the final Atlanta Art 
Annual was held in 1970, but the 
university’s collection continues 
to grow through gifts and 
donationsbyprivateowners. The 
gallery was bequeathed a small 
collection by James Baldwin.
Along with The African- 
American Art Collection, the 
gallery owns aContemporary Art 
Collection, which was donated 
in the late fifties by Chauncy 
Waddell, a former Atlanta board « 
of trustee, and an African Art 
Collection which features artists 
from Western, Eastern and 
Central Africa, Crenshaw added.
The gallery has undergone 
major renovations in the past 
year. These renovations, which 
moved the gallery from the 
basement to the second floor of 
Trevor Arnett, included several 
improvements such as a climate 
controlled environment for both 
the gallery and the lobby areas, 
hardwood floors and a gift 
counter.
The renovations, done in part 
because of the 1996 Olympic 
Games, also helped to make the 
gallery more accessible and 
“aesthetically attractive,” 
commented Crenshaw.
However, according to Tina 
Dunkley, Director of University 
Art Collections, these 
renovations are only the 
beginning.
“This I consider to be 40 
percent of what we refer to as the 
Clark Atlanta* University Art 
Gallery Initiative,” said Dunkley,
CAU alumnae serves as
coordinator of Morris Brown
By Kimberly Y. Gray 
Contributing Writer
Colleges within the Atlanta 
University Center have 
incorporated art galleries, among 
the few, Morris Brown College’s 
art gallery features contemporary 
artwork in an inviting setting.
Pictures of all sizes align the 
walls, floor exhibits scattered 
about attract curious faces, as 
visitors glide from display to 
display. The sound of light jazz 
echoes through the loft-like 
room, accompanied by the 
clunking sound of feet across the 
hardwood floors. “I finally had a 
chance to visit the art gallery, I 
enjoyed it because it had a classy 
feel to it, and to know actual 
Morris Brown graduates made 
this possible made me feel 
proud,” said Terence Estell, a 
junior at Morris Brown.
Morris Brown’s art gallery, 
located in the basement of Jordan 
Hall at 569 M.L.K. Dr., displays 
“ The other sixty percent is a 
Visual Arts Resource Center.”
The resource center, which 
will be annexed off the east side 
of Trevor Arnett Hall, will be 
comprised of the remaining 
works of art not featured in the 
gallery and fashioned forpeople 
wanting to do research or study 
work.
The gallery hosted two 
exhibitions during the 1996 
Olympic Games, “Lifting the 
Veil: Robert Duncanson and the 
Emergence of the African 
American Artist” and “From 
Rearguard and Vanguard: 
Selections from the CAU 
Collection of African-American 
Art.”
“I was very excited about 
being able to present a story of 
African- American history in 
the fine art idiom to an 
international audience,” 
Dunkley said. “It’s a story that 
isn’t heard enough. The only 
way they can hear it is for the 
art work by faculty and graduate 
art majors. “This gives them the 
opportunity to give back,” said 
Dr. Lee Ransaw, Dean of Fine 
Arts.
The grand opening of the art 
gallery occurred on Sept. 20, 
and the turn out was excellent, 
explained Karcheik Sims, the 
gallery's coordinator and CAU 
alumnae. And in October, the 
art gallery welcomed the Prime 
Minister of the Ivory Coast and 
held a reception in his honor.
In November, the art gallery 
displayed exhibits featuring 
women, entitled “A Special 
Tribute to Black Women.” The 
painting in this series that attracts 
the most attention according to 
Sims, is a portrait entitled 
“Contemplation” by Lee A. 
Ransaw, the Dean of Fine Arts. 
The portrait is adetailed painting 
of a woman in deep thought. 
The other attention grabber is a 
portrait worth $20 thousand, 
entitled “Forces of Rapture” by 
work to be held in a certain light. 
That is what Clark Atlanta 
University Art Gallery was able 
to achieve. It has left a wonderful 
legacy for us to celebrate for 
centuries to come.”
The gallery also serves as an 
educational resource to the 
community. Dunkley stressed 
that art be seen in a much broader 
context than it is relegated to.
“We want to see it embroidered 
into the curriculum at this 
institution and public schools. 
That’s a goal. It has great 
applicability, just like math,” she 
said. Both Humanities and Art 
classes at CAU take advantage 
of the gallery’s services.
The gallery is free of charge to 
the public and open Tuesday 
through Friday 11-4 p.m. and 
Saturdays 12-4 p.m. Donations 
are welcome. For more 
information on the Clark Atlanta 
University Art Gallery, call (404) 
880-6644.
Louis Dellsarte, an artist known 
throughout the United States.
Additionally, the art gallery 
in December will feature Bob 
Carter, an artist from New York. 
For Black History month in 
February, the gallery plans to 
feature artwork entitled “The 
Slave Era.” The art gallery is 
also used for receptions for 
different organizations.
Morris Brown’s Art 
Department began planning for 
the gallery three years ago, with 
hopes of having the renovations 
done by the time the Olympics 
took place. Originally, the 
gallery was located in Fountain 
Hall, but that building was too 
small. The basement of Jordan 
Hall was purchased, which 
happened to be an old elementary 
school.
“We had one former 
elementary school teacher come 
in and point to a comer and say, 
This is where my class used to 
be!" Sims recalled.
Life L Death
I am a caterpillar 
crawling 
creeping 
on a surface 
white and whispering 
a shell of a moth passes by 
a husk here 
a wing there 
what a sight 
scared yet relieved 
still crawling 
still creeping 
wind blows silky 
cool dew softens path 
warm light kisses sky 
center passes on the right 
slowing slowly 
harder to crawl 
impossible to creep 
cool wind blows silky 
timid moon rockets across 
the sky 
movement stifled 
thunder the surface shakes 
shuttering to think what 
could be 
barely able to see out 
wrapped too tight 
must get out 
creature comes closer 
feel it poke at shell 
shake and quake 
poke, poke 
glimpses of light 
sight of fuzzy leg 
flash back to moth terror 
reeks 
surface now clear 
struggling to flee 
death surrounds drowning 
desire 
suffering at the thought 
more light visible 
fluttering and thrusting 
crack, crack 
light embraces me 
dewy breeze cools me 
fright freezes me 
face to face enemy 
snaps with furry leg 
jumping, jerking I soar 
gliding up, up and out 
freedom
I cheated the web.
■^-3 ae Dinasiie
Mulatto, Miss.







in lighter skin 
darker hair 
w/ darker roots 
a wild sunflower 
growing 
through the fence 
from black soil 
climbing 
white pine house planks 
suspect 
by the watermelonseed breed 
still underground 
railroaded 




As a “Golden Child” I used to live in Egypt a 
million yrs ago. I was so much into my soul that I could 
levitate, walk through the “Great Pyramid” walls, see evil 
3 days into the future, and my 
mental discipline was so infinite that 3 yrs in this lifetime 
was
but mere seconds of my infinite thoughts back then
In my lifetime as a “Golden Child”, within the 
depths of my 
immortal spiritual soul lied a direct link to God in the 
“sunshine”
(Ra). I could eat a leaf and it would keep me full for days, 
because I was in this earth but not of this earth. Meaning I 
wasn’t there mentally.
My wife was also a “Golden Child” and her 
lifestyle was parallel to mine. She had a golden brown 
complexion. Her beauty was at least a million yrs old. And 
from day 1 she had the most divine beauty I had ever seen. 
She walked with the posture of a Queen, and I was her 
King.
So in this lifetime will my life ever be like this 
again..,...«.Or will it only be in my eternal, mystical 
drcams.
Emil D. Hemphill (Idrissa Khu)
reverse metamorphosis
It won’t rub off
so stop handing me cloths
It is wavy, curly, kinky and nappy 
so don’t try and change me-
I have no shame
They are thick and plump- not synthetic 
and it took thousands of years 
to see
the real beauty that my people 
have always known
It won’t scratch off
so stop waiting impatiently
I have great pyramids 
on holy ground 
my name is represented there, 
on each wall, picture and scroll. 
And the garden I once had! . . . 
as grand as life itself.
My spirit creates footprints, still, 
on the once forgotten land.
I remember sailing the seven seas 
north, south, east and west 
and I have walked on the soil. . . 
without a map.
and my face still remains
in the minds of those
who eventually swept it away.
you want to scrub and scour 
until I look and act like you 
so you want me to erase 
my heritage and my legacy- 
so you want me to erase my history? 
you want to reverse metamorphosis 
however, I do not own a cocoon 
and I will continue to build, develop, 
and magnify my existence.
I won't peel away 
stop clawing at me! 
It won’t fade away 
so listen and see me .. . 
for I have already given you 
so much.
-July 25, 1996
- Szamarne “ZEE” Bell
NIKE encourages CAU students to “Just Do It”
By Nneka Priestley
Staff Writer
Six Clark Atlanta University 
students opted to make a 
difference in young people's lives 
by participating in NI KE’s Lives 
of America’s Youth program in 
conjunction with the Atlanta 
Bureau of Parks and Recreation.
Chris Futch, Rodney Moone, 
Cardonna Black, Jamil 
Simmons, Jason Smith and 
Towanda Davis, in conjunction 
with NIKE ,will coach children 
in various sports activities 
including football, basketball, 
Photo by Eric Rose 
Award winner Ralph Cooper flanked by members of the forensics team and
and track.
P.L.A.Y. CORPS members 
main objective is to coach a team 
sport of their choice for 
approximately 8-12 weeks. A 
substantial amount of this time is 
spent practicing in addition to 
actual game time.
Moone, a junior at CAU, said 
he felt the program allowed him 
to make apositive difference in a 
child’slife. “I learned a lot about 
myself and saw how effective I 
could be to children.”
In addition, Moone said that 
creativity is the key to getting 
through to young people. “The 
kids don’t want to do the same
Photo by Eric Rose
Clark Atlanta University students (from 1. to r.) Chris Futch, Rodney Moore, 
Towanda Davis, Jamil Simmons and Jason Smith. Cordonna Black not pictured.
things every day, they want to 
be challenged,” Moone said.
Developing athletes is not the 
only goal of the program. 
Academics play an imperative 
role in shaping the minds of the 
participants in the program. 
Davis, who will begin coaching 
track and field in March, said it 
is very important to attain goals 
in sports as well as academics.
“If possible, I would like to 
keep in contact,” Davis said. 
The children in the program 
develop big brother and big 
sister relationships and seek 
their coaches as role models. 
“We went from ‘What’s Up?’ 
to hugs as greetings,” Moone 
added.
Futch added, “One student 
called me instead of his mother 
when he got suspended.”
Upon successful completion 
of the program, the PLAY 
CORPS members will receive a 
$500 academic scholarship. This 
years participants received tennis 
shoes, shorts, shirts and duffel 
bags, all complements of NIKE.
Giving a synopsis of the 
overall program Smith opined, 
“Basketball mirrors life. If you 
mess up you can’t quit. .. You 
have to pick up the pieces and 
keep going.”




Many students in the Atlanta 
University Center never heard 
of The Clark Atlanta University 
Forensics Team. However, that 
fact does not damper the spirits 
of its members.
“Sometimes that's the way it 
works,” said CAU Junior Venus 
Robinson, a speech 
communications major. “You’ll 
get your recognition at some 
point or another.”
“J feel good about it. Iknow it 
will help me learn how to relax 
in front of people, being an 
actor,” said Theatre Arts Major 
Tra’Reae Hale, a new member 
to the team.
According to Michelle Scott, 
director of forensics, it is an 
educational experience which 
teaches such life skills as 
perseverance, confidence, 
problem-solving, decision­
making, critical thinking, 
interpersonal interaction and 
reasoning through public 
communication.
“Forensics competitors are 
often the best, the brightest and 
the most charismatic of students. 
Their standards are high; their 
intellect is strong,” added a 
communique from the team.
The document went further to 
show that members of the team 
participate inevents ranging from 
Impromptu Speaking and 
Parliamentary Debate to Oral 
Interpretations such as Dramatic 
Readings and Poetry 
Presentation. However, most of 
those on the forensics team are 
hoping to take what they learn 
further than just competitions.
“I want to learn to speak better 
in public,” said Johnell Brown, a 
sophomore journalism major.
“I want to be a speech teacher 
at the high school level,” stated 
Robinson.
“I want to become a broadcast 
journalist,” added Freshman 
KamillaGary.aradio/television 
I film major. “I want to get the 
experience and help I need in 
speaking.”
“I hope to receive discipline, 
better vocal skills and get an 
overall helpful experience that 
will benefit me in my career,” 
said Kai Mwaafrika, a junior 
theater major.
While looking towards the 
future is paramount to many in 
the club, members still look 
forward to more forensic 
competitions in the near future 
and the Mass Media Arts 
Department’s further help in 
their endeavors. In fact, their 
most recent competition in 
November at the university of 
Montevallo gave all who 
attended the chance to prepare 
for those to follow.
“I’m glad I did it. I had a deep 
fear of impromptu speaking and 
1 got over it,” commented Latrina 
Patrick, a radio / television and 
film senior. “I got tips from 
people who were doing this for 
years and it helped.”
“This was my first forensics 
competition and, although I did 
not place, I got a tremendous 
amount of experience,” said 
Mwaafrika.
“It was my first time, too,” 
added Hale. “It was fun and I 
enjoyed myself. It gave me a 
sense of direction as to where to 
carry my piece (of work).”
“I thought of the last 
competition as good practice and 
1 hope to continue to do better,” 
said Kelli Watts, a junior 
pursuing English for 
certification. “Ralph and the 
others helped me on my poetry 
piece. We even stayed up all 
night until three in the morning 
to get it right.”
“My category was very 
challenging. It was one of the 
hardest ones I ever was in,” said 
relative veteran Ralph Cooper, a 
Morehouse speech major. “I 
needed something like this to get 
my feet wet so I think I did a 
good job.”
As far his fellow members are 
concerned. Cooper performed 
admirably and garnered a runner- 
up position in the competition. 
A few of his team members even 
went as far as to offer their 
opinions as to what helped him 
win and his placement in the 
end.
“It was his persona,” said 
Robinson. “Itwasveryforcefui.”
“I thought he should have 
gotten a better place, but it was 
good anyway,” added Watts.
Because some institutions in 
the AUC do not have a forensics 
team, interested persons can 
become a part of CAU’s team or 
obtain more information by 
contacting the director at (404) 
880-8299. In fact team members 
encourage others to join.
“Do it,” said Robinson. “If 




Clark Atlanta annihilates Morris Brown in season finale
By Marcus Thompson
Staff Writer
The Clark Atlanta University Panthers, 
in front of their home crowd, dismantled 
the Morris Brown Wolverines 51 -0 in the 
final game of the ’96 season.
The opening quarter resembled that of a 
good game, with the only score being a 
dazzling 90 yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown by RB Alfred Kitchens (#5). 
In the second period, Kitchens stirred the 
crowd again when he broke for a 63 yard 
dash that ended in the endzone. A field 
goal by Kicker Ty Fisher (#13) made it 16- 
0, which was the way the half ended.
The rest of the game was all down hill 
for the now 3-8 Wolverines. The Panther 
defense held them scoreless while forcing 
two fumbles that resulted in twelve points,
Photo by Eric Rose Lady Panthers poised for 
another SIAC track title
By Hasan Lee
Contributing Writer
Under the guidance of “SIAC Coach of 
the Year,” Dave Edwards, the Lady 
Panthers won the first SIAC Championship 
in school history and are preparing 
themselves for the only back to back 
division titles in any sport, in school history!
Last years' team won the SIAC for the 
first time in a while. That team was lead by 
senior Makita Nash who ran the 800m, 
1500m. 3000m, and' the 5000m. Nash 
finished second in the conference in both 
events, but her presence on the team as a 
runner and a leader will be greatly missed.
However, the team is confident that the 
loss will in no way hinder their return to 
the top of the SIAC. With returning runners 
such as Roxanne Singleton. Latifah 
Johnson, and Shonta “ Flash “ Alexander, 
newcomers like freshman Tavonne Ash, 
and transfer Shellie Parker, the Lady 
Panthers quest for consecutive SIAC titles 
seems very much in reach. Johnson, a 
junior from Hollywood, Florida, is 
optimistic about the team and the season.
“We have a lot of new people,” said 
Johnson, “and everyone’s stepping up to 
do their part. “
Although the Lady Panthers expect stiff 
competition from Kentucky St. and Albany 
St., they insist there will be no stopping 
their role to the top of the SIAC.
This years highly anticipated track 
season will officially start in January of 
1997. One big meet that we should all 
watch out for is the Morehouse relays, 
one by LB Christopher Freeman (#59), 
and the other by DE Marcus Evers (#82), 
and a 33 yard interception returned for a 
touchdown by LB Andrew Williams (#53).
The offense chipped in their share of 
scoring as well. WR Fred Lavendar caught 
a 17 yard TD pass from QB David Kennedy 
(#2) and WR Eddie Roberson (#41) caught 
a 5 8 yard TD bomb from Q B Darrel 1 Wh i te 
(#1).
Clark Atlanta season ended with a bang 
as Morris Brown's season happily fizzled 
away. Both teams ended up under .500, 
the Panthers at 5-6. Clark Atlanta, though 
victorious, was not satisfied.
“It was good to win the last game of the 
season... and so convincingly,” said Evers, 
“It would have been better if it would have 
been like that every game, but, at least we 
went out like champions.” 
which features fifteen to eighteen teams 
and will be held in the spring of 1997. One 
of the many goals, held by Alexander, is 
for her to win conference and nationals in 
both the 100m and 200m. Johnson feels 
that the team should easily win the 
conference and send at least four people to 
the national’s at the end of the season.
Johnson, whose best event is the 800m, 
also runs the 1500, both of which she won 
last year, and the 4x400 relay. Alexander 
finished second in both the 100m and 
200m while Singleton finished first in the 
long and triple jump. Another promising 
runner is Alafia Young who made a medal 
in the 1500m, 3000m, and 5000m in 
conference. Johnson and her teammates 
are joined by two new runners this season; 
Parker and Ash, who runs the 100m, 200m, 
4x100 relay, and 4x400 relay while Ash 
also competes in the long jump.
Many returning Panther runners believe 
that the new stadium will have a 
tremendous effect on this years’ 
performance. With the addition of a home 
stadium, the team expects a big difference 
in fan support.
“It means a lot to know that the school 
is behind us,” expressed Johnson, “If 
everyone comes out to support us, it will 
give both the men’s and women’s a big 
boost.”
Although the track team did receive 
some support without a home stadium, 
most feel that with our new stadium, 
coupled with the addition of Morehouse’s 
stadium, that fan support could mean the 
difference between a good year and a great 
year for the track team.
i
No matter how, the Panthers win
By Marcus Thompson 
Staff Writer
The road to the national 
championships has begun and 
the Panthers basketball team are 
on the right track winning four 
out of five and upsetting #4 
Virginia Union.
On Nov. 15 Clark Atlanta 
officially opened up the season 
against Lenoir-Rhyne College in 
the First Union Harvest Classic. 
The Panthers play wasn’t 
something to write home about 
as they were outplayed by a 
beatable team. The Panthers 
didn’t shoot well and were out of 
sync so they took the defeat 67- 
70. The next day, in the 
consolation game, Clark Atlanta 
faced Kutztown University. This 
game, the Panthers showed 
flashes of the last season and 
played good basketball. The 
defense turned up a notch and 
the offense was stroking. 
Kutztown fell victim to the 
Panthers 80-67.
“In the first game we just didn’ t 
execute good,” detailed guard 
William Burr, “At the end of the 
fourth quarter, we just gave the 
game away. When we played 
the second game, we were more 
confident and focused. We
Lady Panthers roaring through the competition
By Marcus Thompson 
Staff Writer
Clark Atlanta’s Lady hoopers 
showed signs of much success 
as they have jumped out to a 3- 
1 start in which all three victories 
have been convincing.
The Lady Panther basketball 
team opened their ’96 - ’97 
campaign by easily sweeping 
their opponents in the 4th Annual 
Bettye McClendon Classic at 
Morris Brown. The first match­
up for Clark Atlanta’s 
Pantherettes was Winston- 
Salem State University. The 
Lady Rams proved to be 
mediocre competition as the 
Lady Panthers dashed to a 41- 
29 half time lead. The second 
half featured a tenacious press 
by Clark Atlanta that barely 
allowed Winston Salem pass 
played better defense and 
executed more plays correctly.”
Central State was the opponent 
for the first home game of the 
season. Clark Atlanta got out to 
an early lead on Central State as 
“The Shooting Guru” William 
Burr hit four first half three 
pointers and finished the half with 
18. But, Central State kept it 
close and went into half time 
down 43-37. The second 
half belonged to Clark Atlanta. 
The Panthers put together a 15-4 
run with 7:00 left to pretty much 
seal it. “ Slashin’ “ Jackson was 
unstoppable to the rack, 
dissecting the Central State 
defense and getting to the line. 
Clark Atlanta had a scare though 
when Alston was low-bridged 
by a Central State defender while 
attemptingabackwardsjam. He 
was fine, fortunately, and so were 
the Panthers as they triumphed 
98-81.
The toughest game of the year, 
possibly, was Virginia Union. 
The #4 ranked team came to the 
Panther Pit and got a little 
surprise. The game was close all 
the way but the Panthers had the 
early edge. A great first half 
from Alston who had 11 points, 
and Jackson who shaked and 
baked to 16 first half points on 6 
half court. The defense led to 
offense and that led to a relaxing 
80-55 season initiating victory.
Freshman forward Kisha 
Bums played sensational in her 
first collegiate game scoring 22 
points, 10-13 from the charity 
stripe, collecting 12 rebounds, 5 
steals, and 4 blocks, but wasn’t 
too surprised.
“This first game was real 
exciting,” explained Burns. “I 
was nervous at first, but as the 
game went along I got 
comfortable. I think I played 
pretty well. Played good 
defensively.”
Adrienne Tinch provided her 
usual outstanding effort with 17 
points and 16 boards. Lauisha 
Rucker remarkably retrieved 8 
steals and dished 6 assists.
The next game of the 
tournament was against 
for 9 shooting, gave the Panthers 
a 42-37 lead.
The drama began in the second 
half as the game continued close. 
The game was knotted up at 67- 
67 with 34 seconds to play. Clark 
Atlanta needed a clutch basket 
so the ball naturally went to Mr. 
Clutch himself. With :20 left, 
Burr, after being ice cold all 
game, drilled the go ahead three 
from the comer and got the entire 
crowd on theirfeet. Aftera score 
by Virginia Union, they quickly 
fouled. With :07 left Kavonte 
Ivory steeped to the line needing 
both freethrows. Ivory 
heartlessly, knocked them down 
with ease. The Panthers upset 
72-69.
The opener of the 1996 Ricky 
Williams Classic turned out to 
be a wild affair. Clark Atlanta 
got out to aquick start and ignited 
the crowd with a pretty lob from 
point guard Dwight Williams to 
Alston, who finished with an 
authoritative slam. FSU stormed 
back with a highlight bid of their 
own with a powerful one hand 
tomahawk slam by center Cal vin 
Hinton and got the foul. The 
Panthers opened up a lead as big 
as twelve points only to witness 
FSU chip away and end the half 
down by only five, 43-38.
Livingstone College. The game 
was an obvious mismatch from 
the start. The Lady Panthers 
defense was relentless against 
Livingstone College and the 
offense was clicking. The Lady 
Panthers went on run after run 
and dominated the entire game. 
It ended up a convincing victory 
for the Lady Panthers.
After a heart breaking 73-72 
defeat to Elizabeth City on a 
road match up in North Carolina, 
Clark Atlanta came home to 
battle Clayton State College. 
The Lady Panthers pounced on 
them early and constantly never 
giving up the lead. Led by 
Burns’s 10 points and 6 
rebounds, the Panthers skated 
to a 37-27 lead at the 
intermission. Again, Clark 
Atlanta opened up the second 
session with a treaherous press
The second half opened much 
ofthe same until a bazaar marred 
the game. A fight broke out in 
the crowd with 12:04 left in the 
game. What appeared to be a 
mere display of fun between the 
mascot and some of his football 
teammates ended up an ugly 
brawl, with massive participants, 
when some fraternity members 
seemingly unnecessarily came to 
his defense. The brawl finally 
ended, but not before scaring off 
scores of fans.
The Panthers found 
themselves down by three with 
1:38 left to go in the game. Then 
“Shooting Guru” Burr, who 
finished with 22,6 assists, and 8 
boards, showedjust how crunch 
he was for the second game in a 
row, drilling the game tying three 
pointer with the defender in his 
face and a 1:00 left. Afterwards, 
FSU scored to go up by two. 
After a foul by FSU, Williams 
that suffocated Clayton State. 
However, Clayton State stayed 
respectable with good interior 
play. Notenoughthough, to beat 
the Lady Panthers who played a 
discipline game. The Lady 
Panthers outrebounded Clayton 
State a whopping 61-33, 11 of 
which was Burns (8 offensive) 
and out-assisted them 16-6. in 
which Anika Lee led with 5, in 
sunk the two freethrows - no 
sweat! The game went into 
overtime.
In the overtime, the Panthers 
found themselves up by three 
after two more crucial freethrows 
by Williams with :15 to go. It 
appeared to be over until FSU 
guard Phillip Allen nailed a game 
tying three and forced a double 
overtime. That’s when “Slashin’ 
“ Jackson decided he had enough. 
Jackson dashed to the cup at will 
hitting 25 points and 6 assists, 
feeding “Big” Samory German 
who, had a field day down low 
muscling 23 points had 9 boards. 
After all was said and done, the 
Panthers were victorious,
“This was a crazy night,” said 
Williams who had 17 points and 
3 steals, “We should have put 
them away sooner but we didn’t. 
It’s good though to be able to win 
in all types of situations. We can 
play better though.” 
the 74-59 win.
“We didn’t play well against 
Elizabeth City,” said Lee, “ so 
we needed to come back and win 
this one....and we did.”
Bums led the Lady Panthers 
with 18 points and Kerrie Davis 
pulled 9 boards to go with her 10 
points. Adrienne Tinch dropped 
14 points and had 6 offensive 
rebounds.
‘16




Umoja - Unity 
To strive for and maintain unity in the family, community, race and 
nation.
Kujichaguli - Self-Determination
To define ourselves, create for ourselves and speak for ourselves.
Ujima - Collective Work & Responsibility 
To build and keep our community together; to make our brothers’ 
and sisters’ problems our problems and to solve them together.
Ujamaa - Cooperative Economics 
To build and manage our own stores, shops and other businesses and 
to profit from them together.
Nia - Purpose
To make as our collective vocation the building and developing of our 
community in order to restore our people to their traditional 
greatness.
Kuumba - Creativity
To do always as much as we can in the way we can in order to leave 
our community more beautiful and beneficial than we inherited it,
Imani - Faith
To believe with all our heart in our parents, our teachers, our leaders, 
our people and the righteousness and victory of our struggle.
